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The Newsletter for Marshall University

February 27, 2013

‘Body Shots’ returns for seventh year March 7
Body Shots VII: Lady Gaga’s Secret will be presented at the
Francis-Booth Experimental Theatre in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse at
7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 7. Admission is free to the show, which will
run about an hour.
Prior to the performance, beginning at 7 p.m., there will be a reception and
an art show featuring works by Marshall students and faculty.
The show’s theme uses Lady Gaga’s provocative and often contentious
challenges to boundaries of gender and sexuality as its jumping-off
point. Performers will use a host of creative forms—prose, performance art, dancing, even roller
skating, to explore what Lady Gaga’s secret might reveal.

Body Shots is a unique collaborative effort involving Marshall students and faculty from across
disciplines exploring themes relating to gender and the body. Participants are from art and
design, biology, history, political science, sociology and anthropology, theatre and dance, among
others.
The performance is being sponsored by the College of Fine Arts, School of Art and Design,
Department of History, Women’s Studies, Department of Sociology and Anthropology,
Women’s Center, and Sexuality Studies.
For more information, contact Dr. Robin Conley, assistant professor of sociology and
anthropology, at ext. 6-2788 or by e-mail at conley@marshall.edu.

Women of Color celebration to feature city official Brandi
Jacobs-Jones
“Building Leadership: Community to Leadership” is the theme of this year’s Women of Color
celebration scheduled to take place at noon on Wednesday, March 6, in the Don Morris Room of
the Memorial Student Center.
The keynote speaker will be Brandi Jacobs-Jones, a Marshall graduate and a former president of
MU’s Student Government Association, who currently is director of administration and finance
for the City of Huntington. Jacobs-Jones received the Woman of Color award in a previous year.
Awards will be presented and a luncheon buffet will follow.
The Women of Color program activities are coordinated by Fran L. Jackson, Program Assistant
II, Center for African American Students Programs; Leah Tolliver, Director, Women’s Center;
Lisa Allen, Administrative Assistant, Multicultural Affairs; and Kesha Glover, Assistant Director
of Housing and Residence Life.
The program is free and open to the public. Vendors and displays will be set up in the lobby of
the Memorial Student Center throughout the day.
For more information, contact Fran L. Jackson at ext.6-6705.

Rosanna Blake bibliographer to deliver lecture on railroad
history of southern West Virginia
The lecture series titled “The History and Culture of West Virginia,” sponsored by the College of
Liberal Arts, continues Wednesday, March 6, in the Marshall University Foundation Hall, home
of the Erickson Alumni Center.
Jack Dickinson, bibliographer of the Rosanna Blake Confederate Collection, will deliver a
lecture, “Every Bloodstained Mile: A Railroad History of Southern West Virginia” at 7 p.m. The
lecture is free to the public.
Dickinson will talk about the building of the N&W Railroad, which was built between Bluefield
and Kenova which, he says, changed the face and nature of southern West Virginia. He will
recount the brawls between ethnic groups, along with train wrecks, the railroad detectives, the
sleek passenger trains and the growth and death of coal and railroad towns.

Dickinson is a 1966 graduate of Marshall University and the author of 12 books and numerous
magazine articles on the Civil War. In 1999, Dickinson received the Jefferson Davis Historical
Writing Award from the United Daughters of the Confederacy and he received the History
Writer’s award from the West Virginia Department of Archives and History.
At the lecture he will sign copies of his book series on the history of the N&W Railroad he
coauthored with his wife, Kay.

Marshall alumna, writer Sarah Dooley to speak next week on the
Huntington campus
Sarah Dooley, a recent Marshall graduate and a respected author, will be
the College of Education’s diversity speaker next week. She will discuss
homelessness, as well as her own religious background and how it affected
her school experience at 7 p.m. Thursday, March 7, in Drinko Library 402,
and again from 1 to 3 p.m. Friday, March 8, in the Memorial Student
Center, room BE-8.
Born in Charleston, W.Va., Dooley lived 24 different places as a child,
including an abandoned post office, a tent and a red cargo van. She has a
degree in special education and has taught at the elementary, middle and
high school levels. She has been quoted as saying when she isn’t writing, she is teaching and
being taught by children with special needs.
Dooley is the author of two published novels aimed at young readers, Livvie Owen Lived Here,
and Body of Water. In August 2012 she was awarded the PEN/PhyllisNaylor writer fellowship
for Free Verse, which is forthcoming from G.P. Putnam & Sons.
The lectures are free. For additional information, contact Andrea Farenga at
Farenga@marshall.edu.

Application process begins for Graduate Scholarship Tuition
Waivers for summer
Applications are now being accepted for the Marshall University Graduate Scholarship Tuition
Waiver program for the summer 2013 terms, according to Dr. Donna Spindel, dean of the

Graduate College. The program provides tuition assistance for Marshall University graduate
students and Marshall University full-time faculty and staff employees
Applicants must be currently admitted and enrolled in a graduate degree-granting or certificate
program at Marshall University. Up to three hours of waiver for graduate coursework will be
awarded to qualified applicants. The waiver does not cover online courses and a student cannot
hold a graduate assistantship and a tuition waiver at the same time.
The awarding of waivers is very competitive and is made on the basis of academic achievement
and promise, Spindel said. Students who received a Graduate Scholarship Tuition Waiver for the
spring term, 2013, are not eligible for a waiver for summer 2013.
•

Deadline for the applications is Friday, April 5. Applicants who are awarded waivers will be notified
by e-mail. Waivers are posted to student accounts within 10 business days of approval and
registration. Award recipients are responsible for any amount not covered by the waiver. Balances
must be paid by the tuition/fee due date noted on the Bursar website at
www.marshall.edu/bursar/tuition/dates.html.

•

Applicants must be registered for graduate courses for spring 2013 by Wednesday, May 1, in order
to receive a waiver. Spindel said applicants are encouraged to register for classes at the same time
they submit a waiver application. Waivers for students who are not registered by May 1 will be
assigned to other qualified applicants.

Applications are available in the Graduate College office (Old Main 113) on the Huntington
campus, through a student’s academic department office on the South Charleston campus, or
online at www.marshall.edu/graduate/graduate-scholarship-tuition-waiver.
Completed waiver applications can be mailed, emailed, or faxed. Mail to the Graduate College,
Old Main 113, One John Marshall Drive, Huntington, WV 25755, e-mail to
graduatecollege@marshall.edu or fax to 304-696-3316.
For more information, contact the Graduate College office at 304-696-6606.

Visiting ceramic artists’ work on display at Birke Art Gallery
Visiting ceramic artists Darien Johnson and Casey McDonough are
presenting a two-person exhibition of their work titled Connection:
Formation through Disconnect at the Birke Art Gallery. The joint
exhibit opened Feb. 26.
McDonough worked hands-on with students before the exhibit
opened to create a site-specific ceramic installation in the gallery.

“Both Darien Johnson and Casey
McDonough approach the medium of
ceramics through a mixed-media lens,” said
Frederick Bartolovic, assistant professor of
ceramics. “They harness two-dimensional
elements in their work to supplement the
three-dimensional forms or installations
they create. In this way, the work of these
ceramists is uniquely accessible to people
interested in all different media.”
Darien Johnson received his B.F.A. from Saint Cloud State University, Minnesota in 2002. He
completed a year of post-bachelor’s work at the Kansas City Art Institute and received an M.F.A.
at Arizona State University in 2009. He is currently an assistant professor of ceramics at Buffalo
State College, Buffalo, N.Y. Johnson’s work has been in national exhibitions such as “Ink and
Clay 34” in California, “Concordia Continental ” in Minnesota and “Generously Odd: Craft
Now” in Kentucky. He has also been published in 500 Ceramic Sculptures, Surface Design for
Ceramics and Ceramics Monthly. Johnson’s sculptures are part of public collections including
the Mesa Arts Center (Mesa, Ariz.) and California State Polytechnic Collection (Pomona, Calif.).
Casey McDonough holds a B.S. in marine biology and
studio art from Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Fla., and
an M.F.A. in ceramics from Rhode Island School of Design
(Providence, R.I.). He is currently a visiting professor at the
University of Central Arkansas. In addition to maintaining
an active exhibition record, McDonough has given
numerous lectures and workshops at academic institutions
across the country, including Lehigh University
(Bethlehem, Pa.) and Hunter College (New York), and was
a panel presenter at the 45th Annual Conference of the
National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts in
Tampa, Fla., in 2011.
A closing reception for the exhibition will take place at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, March 14. Johnson
will give a lecture at 6:30 p.m. that evening in Smith Hall, room 154.
Connection: Formation through Disconnect will be on display until March 15. The Birke Art
Gallery is open to the public from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, as well as Mondays
from 6 to 8 p.m. All gallery events are free and open to the public.
—————————

Photos: RGB by Darien Johnson (porcelain, mixed media; 2011) and If this is all that exists how
can there possibly be anything else? by Casey McDonough (ceramic, mixed media; 2011) are
among the works displayed at the Birke Art Gallery.

Faculty Achievement: Dr. Suneel Maheshwari
Dr. Suneel Maheshwari, professor of accountancy, is co-author of a paper, “An Examination of
Future Firm Performance and Fundamental Analysis,” with Christopher Luchs and Mark
Myring, 2012, The Journal of Finance and Accountancy, 9, 1-12.

School of Medicine plans summer academy for undergraduate
students interested in medical school
The Robert C. Byrd Center for Rural Health, in conjunction with the Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine (JCESOM), is offering a summer residential academy for undergraduate students who
are interested in pursuing a career in medicine.
The academy is scheduled for June 3-7 at Marshall.
“We are excited to launch this outreach program to college students,” said Jennifer Plymale,
director of the Byrd Center for Rural Health and associate dean for admissions at the JCESOM.
“Students will be participating in a variety of hands-on activities and offered instruction on
Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) preparation and interviewing skills, in addition to
traditional lectures.”
The academy is an extension of the JCESOM’s pipeline program for high school students, which
began in 2004. Through the pipeline program, which spans 14 counties and 31 schools, high
school students are encouraged to consider medicine as a career.
The pipeline program seeks to remove barriers for young people who would like to attend
medical school and possibly return to their home communities to practice. The newly created
summer academy is an exciting next step in expanding the pipeline program to the college level.
Plymale said that estimates show by 2015 the physician shortage in the United States will have
expanded to 63,000 and that pipeline programs like the summer academy are effective
mechanisms to help students identify and eliminate barriers associated with pursuing medical
school.
“The Affordable Care Act extends health care to 30 million people and as such will require
thousands more physicians,” she said. “With pipeline programs like we have in place at the high
school and college levels, Marshall is able to encourage more students to consider medicine as a
career to meet the future demand.”

Plymale said the academy is free to students who are selected for the academy. To be eligible to
apply, applicants must be West Virginia residents who are currently enrolled in a West Virginia
public or private accredited college or university. Other requirements include:
• Earned between 30 and 60 credit hours
• Have a composite G.P.A. of at least 3.00 for all courses
• Scored a minimum of 22 on the ACT or SAT equivalent
• Demonstrated serious interest in a medical career
The application process is open to all. Women, minorities and those from groups that are
underrepresented in medicine are especially encouraged to apply. Additional details and
applications are available at http://crh.marshall.edu/summeracademy.asp.
Deadline to apply is April 15.

Dining Services offering Frequent Diner Cards at Harless
Dining Hall, Towers Marketplace

The next issue of We Are…Marshall will be distributed March 6, 2013. Please send any
materials for consideration to Pat Dickson by noon, March 4.

